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Grin and bare It

Keri Burneston, alias Trixie Little, wants to make taking your clothes off fun again.

BY FOSTER ELUG

Trixie Little, orphaned child of the circuss, has a deeam: To one
day ke her sparkly pastics and her arch-nemesisfsidekick, The
Evil Tap Dancing Hate Monkey, and crash the stage of Larry
Flyne's Hustler Club.

'Would the audicnee ar the raunchy smip club even know what
hir them? Por five glorious minures, they'd be face to face with a
wise-cracking, gymmnastic whir of impish energy, swinging her fives
foar, 100-pound body from a mapeze, and dropping moene jokes
than amicles of clothing. Afver a climactic and acrobatic battle
berween Trixie and Hare Monkey (Trixie doubtlessly wielding her
*magic, love-inducing spanking powers” w win the fight), good
woukd rriumph and Trixie woukd reveal the message written on her
pasties, visible only in black light: “"THE END.”

Welcome o the Mew Burlesque, and 1o Baltimore’s foremost
{and pracrically only) practitioner of thar ar forme Trixie Licce,
aka Keri Burncston,

Linlike Mew York and San Francisco, where hundreds of dancers
feed a burdesque revival thar's swepe the counery for che last decade
or s0, “here in Baktimore, Kerl s prewy much i for burlesque,™ says
Kara Mac Harris, a burlesque historian and promoter in Baldmore.

O, there are plenty of strippers in Baltimore, Bur burlesque
't seripping. Iv's an entemainment form with foots in the 19
century and a strong connection w vaudeville, It incorporares
damvce, humor, and waking off onc’s chothes . . . wh w0 a poinr. Strip-
ping is a display; burlesque i a ease.

As the 30-year-old Burneston puts ir, strippers may be alenoed
damcers, but without the burlesque spack, theee's “no conmection o
the sudience in a more evolved way tham just kooking ax hor chicks
thrashing and gyrating.”

Take Trixie’s elbow-lengrh white gloves: “Ins never about what
you do—it’s how you do in” shve explains. "Taking a glove off is an
everyday occurnence—iumntil you make v bast rwo minures on stage
and have the rapr atention of everyone in the audicnce. To be
enremaining, it takes soyle, crearivirg, personalicy, sand charisma ™

Forrunarely, Burneston’s abrim wich all those characreristics.
She was bom in Richmond, bur grew up in Margland, scecling in
Baltimore afrer smending the University of Maryland, Balrimore
Councy, where she smidied paincing.

In 1995, she srarced Fluid Movemenr, a group specializing in
whiat she calls “goofy vaudeville musical extravaganzas,” beginning
with a version of Carmen char wsed rofu hoodog puppets. Ower the
vears, she has helped direct andlor produce Fluid Movement's
increasingly elabomie productions, imcleding s water ballets and
last vear's sell-ouc The Grenr Bualtimere Frre, which retold the story

of the city’s famous conflagration through flamence dance. The
appeal of such spectackes has always been bargely abour the way
they incorporate the community—most of the performers are
untrained volunreers—and a playful sense of fun, which is definire-
Ly prart of the Burnieseom cehie,

“[She’s] a wonderful, warm, cool gal, who's really contributed a
bunch to creating a sense of glamour in Baltimore, and a sense of
art being a fun thing that a community can et together and do”
says Creative Alliance program director Megan Hamilton, whese
organization co-sponsored several of Fluid Movement's productions.

But in 2002, Bumeston decided she wanued o do something a
little sexier than the kid-friendly Fluid Movement shows, She dis-
covered the “neo burlesque” movement and launched her own
burlesque career, suntering onstage without any real planning and
doing what felt namaml. Along the way, she began amjﬁ'mg -
nastics, mumbling, and mpece, poing pwece a year to @ Circls Camp
in Yermont. She made lavish costumes and wild props and
dreamed up routines that made people lasgh, And, afrer & while, a
character began to ke shape: Trixie, whose circus panenits died in
A tmgic elephami tightrope sccident and whose chamds encouner
wikh 2 bolr of lightning transfosmed her into a “ssy supecheno,”

Ever since, she's separated hemself from her peers with hee
“goafy, comic charm,” Harris sy, 1 dom't think anyone clse (s
doing burlesque with her sense of humor.®

“There's a whobesomsenes to Keri's pespective that’s fun and fresh
andd new,” adds Hamilcon. “Keri’s noe worzied about what the kbanee
wenddy thing s, She's a passionare devoree of old-style Hollywood
glamour. She l5kes skin and glitrer and prety spoaikles and flash.”

Bar Bumeszon plies her tade in a city that doesn't quite know
what o do with her. She and the Hate Monkey (Burneston's
boyfriend, 26-year-old Adam Emndle) perform three or four shows
a month in Washington, Philsdelphia, and Mew York. When they
appear in Baltimore, maybe once a month, it's often at The Cre-
ative Alliance's Patterson or the Owmobar (though August 26 and
27, they will be at the Mobsown: Theater in hcadow Mill).

“Cabazes really doein't exist in Baleimone anymore,” Burmeston
says. “You've got bars and you've got rock clubs and you've got the
strip places. But buslespe & mising.”

It wasn't always the case. During the glory days, from the 1930
tor the 19505, the omare theaters on The Block supported a dhriv-
ingg burlesque scene, Harris saps—back when Blaze Starr (“the
patron saint of burlesque,” in Burneston's view) performed regulas-
Ly ot che T ONChock: Cluls

We ber Blase would have kved a tap-dancing evil hate monkey. 0

Blazing a trail: Keri Bumeston ks at the vanguard of the New Burdasque movemant in Baltsmore.
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