Burleiqui pelormers
Keri Bumision and
Asbim Keandle us
Triniy Litthe aind tha
Ewl Hati: Monkey.

By Lisa Simeoye
a nu Illiir:n'n' .



P, 5, Sesen, aght! March! Arms upd g
el Pocal Wopon! Sleepy Time! Tivinkle Fn-
el Firck-Haoir Fikck-Srmoochie Time!

Wisasing & quas]-militany uniform that in-
cludied pedabpushers, fishnet stockings and
black PUMES, the pretematurally beauti Ke
Bume=stan, aka Tride Lithe, & leading the 12
meribers of her ke warshos through
a rotinein an urheated hind-foor studa on
Marth Averise, Drassed in an array of clath-
irg styles, from tights bo Sweal pants o shod
bt B0 tank tops, and ranging in age from
17 10 50, the women Step, prance, twirl and
shirrerry 10 “Might Train™ ry Alkdno Rey,

With a spil of hair %o thick and gieaming
o' swear it's a wig, and huge gitter-lined
eyes, Bumeston is ene-hall of the Baltimong-
based neo-turesaue dua Trige Littie and the
Evil Hate Monkey joko Adam Krandig), Per.
famming ot the Creative Allance in Baltimone
and the Palace of Wonders in DUC . Bumes
s1on and Krandle ane part of 8 nationwide
resurgence of Interest in good old-fashioned
buresue, Chamacisized by sequins, feaths
ers, an abindance of camp, vaudevile and
Juest plain fun, the buresquie of iRy i Cios-
& 16 your grandmothers version of risgus
enberiainment than o the inyour-tace, kRaese-
nothing-to-the-iImagination routines found in
micker Sip chubs. As Donna, one of the par
ticipants i the worksho, puts it, “This is 50
muich befes than pole dancing.”

Burmne£on's intarest in burkesue gress oul
of her nole as co-founder of Fluid Mowement,
e Batimorebersed peripnmance growp that
takes ordinary peopke from &l ovir the city
and plits them together in chofesgraphsad
musical exifavaganaas. AREr deseral years
ol success with Fiuid Movemn, Burmeston,
32, was looking bo do something just as cne-
athve but moee personal. And racier, She 100k
kessons n trapere and acrobatics, blended
these skils with & passion for costumes, stag-
ing, lighting and retro glamenr, and the char-
acher Triode Lithe was borm

*Mby thing 2 ‘cute.™ says Burneston, who,
along with Krandle, won the tropiry for Best
Burlesque Dus af 2006 ak the anrual Expc
Wiodd corvention in Las Vegas. “Whats weong
wafth cubeT Didl cufe ever hur arytatcdy? Thene
should b mone cute inthe workd Bul esen-
thing today i soet of walgar.”

s the rehearsal progridses, Bumesion in-
redUces o Teasing move afler ancihar—
& firlations glance, o buti-check cradie, awag-
gle— all tinged wath enaticism but nonethe-
ke P-rated. When $he introduces the Booty
Shakoe and instnacts e grou on howw 1o gel
e rrast ol of 5= THghienm your upper arms,
2 ooty o bt jiggles™— Klatie Gray, a cor-
perabe Eradner by diy, SIS, T Daen inys
ing b figrme ot o 1o oo Hhal 3t homs, MNow
| undesstand,”

Adter an hour, the participants have worked
L B oweat anch take & boeak. One spors biack
tights, stilattos and a godd lame bikini tog—
thas is Erilca, & maan in drag. She producas a
flask of whiskey and offers it 1o the group.
Doona takes a Swig.

Thi workshop negrous 1o oo o faw mons
nur-thnowUghs, culminating in e stipping-off
of ghoves. & i Rita Henyveoeth in thi monvee: "G
da”~ Bumesion demonsirabes proper tech-
P "D thee business of the fingers first, The
Fitcne yous spredd your fingess the more oon-
el you have, And you have time, Listen 1o the
music. Time the final takeatf to the music.”
\eihen s Bme for each mernber to take off ber
oD, Some opt 10 wsar pasties: others oo not.

T firal 30 miretes of e worlkshop B de-
vetied to & discussion of pasties— how 1o
make fhiam, how 10 wasar Bwam, which fringe
fiws most freety, Bumeston i cleary thie
Martha Stewart of patties. Tm good with @
glue gun,” she says. pulling out a dazzling
daren of her oreations: ned-sequined drscs
o Valentine's Day, pink petais with ned git
et ancl white fringe, maceria cones with white
pearks in concentric cincles, black maradou
feathers with siver Slars.

“Size 5 an sesthetic choice,” S85ys Bume-
e “Allimes | Boe to acoermuabe thal | e
smal breasts, 50 M use small pastes, Other
girmes | it T make @ point.” 5ot speak

A the and of the waorkshop, Bumesion
sends ofl the group with & burkesopue manira
“The fsur C5: choreagraphy. characier, Jos-
turring End charisma,” she sy, “That's what
if's all abeun™ []

Far indonmation on workaaos and shows, vist
A, e iie. oo
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